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their relative’s name engraved on the marble,
and understood something about their family
they never really knew before. One daughter
of a victim from Texas, Raye Adkins, who was
born after her father’s death and was named
for him, has dedicated herself to researching
the families of the victims.

One year ago, several dozen Members of
the Congress joined me in sending a letter to
President Bush, asking that he examine the
Port Chicago case and the impressive record
developed in conjunction with the Meeks par-
don. We asked him to use his Executive pow-
ers to grant clemency to all the sailors pros-
ecuted for protesting the racism under which
they were forced to live and work, even as
they served their nation during a war against
racism and persecution. I am so pleased that
the members of Alpha Kappa Alpha, a sorority
with more than 140,000 members throughout
the nation, has sent dozens upon dozens of
names on a petition to the President urging
him to accede to this request for his interven-
tion.

The Port Chicago story lives on as an in-
creasingly fascinating piece of U.S. history
and as a moving tribute to the men who
served and died that terrible night 58 years
ago. I know the Members of the House of
Representatives join me in honoring all the
men of Port Chicago for their selfless service,
their courage and their sacrifice.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay a spe-
cial birthday tribute to Ms. Ida Hill-Moore, who
will be celebrating her 80th birthday on Satur-
day, July 20th.

Ms. Hill-Moore was born in Columbia, South
Carolina and raised in Detroit, Michigan. She
attended Detroit Public schools, after which
she attended many institutions of higher edu-
cation.

Ida Hill-Moore has dedicated her life to her
family and friends in all of the communities in
which she has lived. She loved her two sons,
John and Jeffery, very dearly. Sadly, both
have passed away.

In 1957, Ms. Hill-Moore moved to Los Ange-
les, California, where she worked for the Los
Angeles Police Department. Afterward, she
worked for the prestigious Los Angeles County
Museum. Ms. Hill-Moore has a long history of
civic duty and continues to remain active in
her community. She has served as a Member
of the Conference of Concerned Citizens, and
she is the current President of Angeles Place
residential home.

I am proud to join Ms. Hill-Moore’s family
and friends as we celebrate her commitment
and dedication to her family, friends and hu-
manity itself. Today, I wish you a very happy
birthday.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the San Gabriel/Pomona Valley Council
on Political Education (C.O.P.E.) for more than
50 years of leadership and service to the
Southern California community.

The San Gabriel/Pomona Valley C.O.P.E.
has championed the rights of working men
and women throughout the community.
Through its large network of dedicated union
members and their families, C.O.P.E. has ac-
tively worked to improve wages, working con-
ditions, health care, education, and the overall
quality of life of every worker.

Much of the success of the San Gabriel/Po-
mona Valley C.O.P.E. is attributed to the ef-
forts of its membership and the tremendous
commitment of its leadership. Today, I would
like to recognize the service of past leaders
that played an important role in the organiza-
tion’s well-being, namely: Arnold F. Hackman,
Meat Cutters Local Union #439; Dallas Jones,
formerly of the Los Angeles County Fire-
fighters Local #1014 and now serving as Di-
rector of the Governor’s Office of Emergency
Services for the State of California; William R.
Lathrop, United Food & Commercial Workers
Union #1167; Jesse Martinez, United Brother-
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of America,
Local #1976, #309, and #409; Joseph R.
Rocha, Laborers International Union of North
America Local #1082; Herb Schisler, Los An-
geles County Firefighters AFL–CIO Local
#1014; and John M. Wolsdorf, hitemational
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers AFL–CIO
Local #1710.

Therefore, I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the San Gabriel/Pomona Valley
C.O.P.E. for their work and contributions to
this great nation.
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Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
celebrate the vision and leadership of the
leaders of Lamar County, Texas, the commit-
ment of its citizens and the recognition of the
success that can occur when the federal and
local governments work together for the com-
mon good.

Tomorrow, on July 19, 2002, the Lamar
County Commissioners Court will save a build-
ing in Paris, Texas, that reflects the history of
this community. Further, the Court will give the
building new life and a new public purpose.

In a matter of hours, Lamar County will ap-
prove the purchase of the historical Paris Post
Office from the United States Postal Service.

This building will be used for courtrooms, of-
fice space, and other public purposes. The
building will be a center of justice and local
government for generations to come.

Our nation is a nation of laws. Our constitu-
tion is strong, enduring and based on prin-
ciples of right and wrong. We believe in free-
dom, justice and certain unalienable rights that
are extended to all people. Many of these
issues are considered daily in courthouses all
across America.

A courthouse is more than bricks and mor-
tar. A courthouse is a physical testament to
the commitment of the American people to the
principles we hold dear. Times change. Soci-
ety changes. Other buildings may come and
go.

But a court house remains—visible, strong,
and permanent. A courthouse reassures our
citizens that our law is here today, was here
yesterday and will be here tomorrow.

In addition to being used a courthouse, this
historic building will provide the citizens of
Paris and Lamar County with additional public
space to be used in a way that is deemed ap-
propriate by the community and its leaders.
Those uses may change from year to year.
This is as it should be. A building such as this
recognizes both the stability of our society and
the changing needs of that society.

I think it is entirely fitting and proper that the
United States House of Representatives rec-
ognize and commend Lamar County Judge
M.C. Superville, and County Commissioners
Michael R. Blackburn, Rodney C. Pollard, Carl
L. Steffey, and Jackie Wheeler for their vision
in making this opportunity available to the citi-
zens of Lamar County.

The acquisition of this facility by Lamar
County is an excellent example of what can
be accomplished when we all work together. I
appreciate the commitment of the local citi-
zens and the generous attitude of the United
States Postal Service. Both were necessary to
complete this project.

As a result of their efforts, the public has
been well served.
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Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, Microne-
sians residing in the U.S. are classified as
lawful non-immigrants and are unable to ob-
tain federal health care services. They cannot
obtain Medicaid benefits even though they are
members of our local communities and pay
taxes.

Citizens of the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands
and the Republic of Palua have made sac-
rifices for the U.S. The U.S. tested a total of
67 atomic and hydrogen bombs between 1946
and 1958 at the Bikini and Enewetak atolls in
the Marshall Islands. The effects of these tests
are still felt throughout the region.

Additionally, the Compact of Free Associa-
tion prevents other countries from entering into
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